
Pamphlet No. 15 

OECUMENICAL  CHURCH  COUNCILS  BEFORE  900  A.D. 

 
ALL WERE HELD IN THE GREEK EAST.  ALL WERE CONVOKED BY THE EMPEROR FROM CONSTANTINOPLE.  AT THESE COUNCILS, WHERE THE  "NATURE OF GOD" WAS DEFINED AND 
DETERMINED FOR ALL GENERATIONS, THE LATIN BISHOPS WERE NUMERICALLY INSIGNIFICANT AND MADE AN INSIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION. 

 

COUNCIL No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

YEAR 

 
 A.D. 325 

 
381 

 
431 

 
451 

 
553 

 
680 

 
787 

 
869 

EMPEROR 
CONVOKING 

CONSTANTINE THEODOSIUS  I THEODOSIUS II MARCIAN JUSTINIAN 
CONSTANTINE 
POGONATUS 

EMPRESS 
IRENE 

BASIL  THE 
MACEDONIAN 

WHERE 
HELD 

NICAEA CONSTANTINOPLE EPHESUS CHALCEDON CONSTANTINOPLE CONSTANTINOPLE NICAEA CONSTANTINOPLE 

DEALT 
WITH 

 

 
SUBSTANCE 

SAME OR LIKE 
 
HOMOOUSION 
FORMULA. 
 
ARIANISM 
 
EASTER 
 
MILETIAN SCHISM 

 
NOVA ROMA 
AS  SECOND 
PATRIARCHATE 
 
PROVIDED FOR 
SUCCESSION 
 
APPOLLINARIANS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NESTORIANS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NATURES 

2 NATURES 
IN 1 PERSON 

MONOPHYSITES 

EUTYCHIANS: 

BEFORE BIRTH: 2 
NATURES.  AFTER 
BIRTH:  UNITED.  
HUMANITY NOT 
OF SAME 
ESSENCE AS 
OURS 

 

ORIGENISM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WILL AND 
OPERATION 

PERFECT 
OPERATION AND 
PERFECT WILL IN 
EACH OF 2 
NATURES OF 
CHRIST 
 
 
 
 

ICONOCLASM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTIUS 
AND HIS ATTACKS 
ON THE ROMAN 
CHURCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TOTAL 
ATTENDANCE 

318 186 200+ 600 (LEO) 165 174 330 or 367 102 

LATINS 

 
7 

 
NIL 

 
3 

 
7 

 
6 

 
3 

 
4 NIL BISHOPS 

PRESIDENT 

 

MELETIUS  
OF ANTIOCH 

CYRIL  
PATRIARCH OF 
ALEXANDRIA 

ROMAN  P.  
PRESIDED  

(A PRECEDENT) 

 
EUTYCHIUS 
PATRIARCH OF 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

3 PAPAL  
LEGATES 

 
TARASIUS 

PATRIARCH OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

3 ROMAN 
LEGATES 



COMMENTS 

 
 
 

3 MAIN PARTIES 

  - ARIUS 

- ATHANASIUS 

- EUSEBIUS OF   

   NICOMEDIA 
 
OPPOSITION  (2) 
ANATHEMATIZED 
AND EXILED 

 
LATINS: 

1. HOSIUS OF  
    CORDOVA 

2. CECILIAN OF   
    CARTHAGE 

3. MARK OF  
    CALABRIA 

4. NICASIUS OF  
    DIJON 

5. DONNUS OF  
    STRIDON IN  
    PANNONIA 

2  ROMAN PRIESTS -  

VICTOR AND 
VICENTIUS 

SECOND 
PATRIARCHATE 
CONSTANTINOPLE: 

 
1. NOT ACCEPTED 
BY ROMAN 
LEGATES UNTIL 
869 
 
2. LATIN 
PATRIARCH 
RECOGNISED 
1215 
 
3. GREEK 
PATRIARCH  
RECOGNISED 
1439 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATINS 

BISHOPS: 
ARCADIUS  
PROJECTUS 

PRIEST:  
PHILIP (PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE) 
 

 

 

EMPEROR 
DEPOSED 3 

CYRIL   
MEMNON  
JOHN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LATINS 5 PAPAL 
LEGATES 

BISHOPS:  
PASCHASINUS 
LUCENTIUS 
JULIAN 

PRIESTS:  
BONIFACE 
BASIL 

 

LEO DID NOT 
WANTCOUNCIL 
BECAUSE OF 
ATTILA 

 

2 ND CANON:  
AGAINST 
CONFERRING 
ECCLESIASTICAL 
OFFICES FOR 
MONEY 

 

CATHOLIC:  
CHRIST HAD TWO 
NATURES UNITED 
IN ONE PERSON 

 
 
 
THE 6 WESTERN 
BISHOPS WERE 
ALL FROM AFRICA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POPE HONORIUS 
CONDEMNED AS 
A MONOTHELIST 

 
 

IN EACH OF    
TWO NATURES 
(HUMAN & DIVINE) 
- A PERFECT 
OPERATION AND 
WILL 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LATINS:  

ARCHPRIEST PETER  
ABBOT PETER 

2 MONKS: JOHN 
AND THOMAS OF 
ALEXANDRIA., 
ANTIOH, JERUSALEM 

THESE 4 THE ONLY 
ONES NOT 
SUBJECTS OF THE 
BYZANTINE EMPIRE 

 

POPE TO 
CHARLEMAGNE –  

“et sic synodum istam 
secundum nostram 
ordinationem 
fecerunt”  

(THUS THEY HAVE 
HELD THE SYNOD 
IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH OUR 
DIRECTIONS) 

 

 

BULGARIANS 
MADE  
SUBJECT TO 
CONSTANTINOPLE  
IN PLACE OF 
ROME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


